
 

 

House Bill Could Embolden Minister Duclos to Block 
Commercial Manipulation of Kids 

 
October 5, 2016 (OTTAWA):  Bill Jeffery, Executive Director of the Centre for Health Science 
and Law (CHSL), made the following statement on today’s introduction of Bill C-313, National 
Strategy on Advertising to Children Act in the House of Commons: 
  

“NDP House Leader Peter Julian’s proposal for the federal government to restrict 
marketing to children makes good sense and comports with the decades-old judgement of 
the Supreme Court of Canada which described marketing to children as ‘per se 
manipulative’ (long-ignored by advertising regulators) and with Quebec’s 36-year-old law 
barring companies from targeting pre-teens with ads.  The Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos, 
Minister of Families, Children and Social Development and MP for Quebec City plays a key 
role in furthering the government’s youth agenda and may bring some fresh thinking to a 
problem that heavily-lobbied food industry regulators have been unable to resolve.  In 2013, 
the Ontario government hired a pop and candy advertising firm to oversee a consultation 
on marketing to children; the consultation report was never published and the provincial 
government never acted. 
  
The federal government promised last summer to “introduce new restrictions on the 
commercial marketing of unhealthy food and beverages to children, similar to those now in 
place in Quebec,” a job the Prime Minister delegated to Minister of Health Jane 
Philpott.  Quebec’s ban on all ads targeting children—which blocks ads for copious screen-
time temptations, as well as junk foods like pop and restaurant meals—is a well-justified 
and effective approach to shield all Canadian kids from commercial exploitation.  But, the 
federal government would be well-justified in expanding these protections to older children 
and including the likes of federally regulated cereal packages which often bait kids with 
contests and cartoon characters. 
  
In March, the Senate Standing Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology 
unanimously recommended: “a prohibition on the advertising of foods and beverages to 
children based on [an assessment of the Quebec law that prohibits targeting children with 
ads for all products and services, not just foods].”  Last week, Canadian Press Female 
Athlete of the 20th Century, Senator Nancy Greene-Raine, tabled Bill S-228 to prohibit all 
food and beverage marketing directed at children, but nothing else.  Her bill could 
contribute to debate in both houses of Parliament but, in blocking ads for healthy foods 
while allowing ads for products that promote sedentary play, it seems far too vulnerable to 
legal challenge and is not supportable by court-tested evidence of children’s cognitive 
vulnerability, international precedent, or even a clear health rationale. 
  
I look forward to debate on both bills that puts the best interest of children first.” 

  
For more information, contact: Bill Jeffery at the Centre for Health Science and Law at 
BillJeffery@HealthScienceAndLaw.ca or 613-244-7337 (ext. 1) or 613-565-2140 (mobile). 
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