Conflicts
of Interest

COALITION

The Conflicts of Interest Coalition
comprises 162 civil society
organisations united by the
common objective of safeguarding
public health policy-making
against commercial conflicts of
interest through the development
of a Code of Conduct and Ethical
Framework for interactions with

the private sector.

On the occasion of the Comprehensive Review and Assessment
of the Progress achieved in the Prevention and Control of Non-
communicable Diseases. General Assembly 10-11 July 2014

Call for reaffirmation of the 2011 Political Declaration and
effective safeguards against conflicts of interest.

The Conflict of Interest Coalition/Network * was founded in June 2011 at this
Assembly with a specific objective to help safeguard the United Nation’s integrity and
independence and to ensure its ability to protect health and public health policy setting
from commercial influence when dealing with policies related to noncommunicable
diseases (NCDs).

Our ‘Statement of Concern’, sent to the UN President and the co-facilitators of the
UN High Level Meeting on NCDs in September 2011, focuses on the lack of clarity
regarding the role of corporations and their business interest associations in public
policy-making and the urgent need to identify, manage and avoid conflicts of interest.

The Statement has been endorsed by 162 public health groups and networks representing
more than 2,000 groups in most Member States and relates to the marketing of unhealthy
foods, alcohol and tobacco products that continue to be a major contributor to the annual
toll of 36 million deaths due to NCDs.

As new multi- and bi-lateral trade agreements are emerging, it is critically important
that the UN and WHO, as the lead authority on this issue, support and defend Member
States’ rights and duty to protect public health through effective legally-binding controls

on marketing.

We are calling on the UN to recognize the need for clarity and action on both individual
and institutional conflicts of interest and propose that the following definitions may be

useful:

“[Individual] conflicts of interest are defined as circumstances that create a risk
that professional judgements or actions regarding a primary interest will be unduly

influenced by a secondary interest.”

“Institutional conflicts of interest arise when an institutions own financial interest or
those of its senior officials pose risks of undue influence on decisions involving the

]

institution s primary interests.

Reference:
1 Lo, B. and M. Field, Inst of Med. (US) Committee on Conflict of Interest in Medical Research, Education
and Practice, Eds. (2009).

*  The Conflict of Interest Network (COIN) is the formally constituted organisation that builds on

the Conflict of Interest Coalition Statement.



Signed,

Conflict of Interest Network Steering Group

Bill Jeffery, LLB, National Coordinator

Centre for Science in the Public Interest (Canada)

Alejandro Calvillo, Director General
El Poder del Consumidor A.C. (México).
Consumers International, Mexico (Mexico)
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Tamar Lawrence-Samuel, Esq.,
Associate Research Director

Corporate Accountability International (Global)
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Derek Rutherford, Chair
Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (Global)
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Patti Rundall, OBE, Co-Chair, Global Council
International Baby Food Action Network (Global)

Prof John S Yudkin MD FRCP, Vice Chair,
International Insulin Foundation (Global)

Paul Lincoln, Chief Executive
UK Health Forum (UK)
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Tim Lobstein, PhD, Director of Policy
World Obesity Federation (Global)
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BSc (hons), MSC, PhD, President,
World Public Health Nutrition Association
(Global)



Endorsements by signatories to the
Conflict of Interest Statement of Concern
and other groups

Sheila Duffy, Chief Executive

Action on Smoking and Health
(ASH, Scotland)
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Stig Erik Sgrheim

Head of International Department
Actis — Norwegian Policy Network
on Alcohol and Drugs (Norway)
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Cathy Gladwin, M.Sc., Policy Analyst

Alberta Centre for Injury Control & Research
(Canada)
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Eric Appleby, Chief Executive
Alcohol Concern (UK)

Alberine White, School Health Facilitator
Alberta Health Services (Canada)
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Kim D. Raine, PhD, RD, FCAHS, Co-Director
Alberta Policy Coalition for Chronic
Disease Prevention (Canada)

Dr Evelyn Gillan, Chief Executive
Alcohol Focus Scotland (Scotland)
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Sir lan Gilmore, Chair
Alcohol Health Alliance (UK)
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Jan Peloza
Alcohol Policy Youth Network (Europe)
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Dr. Mira Shiva
All India Drug Action Network (India)

Paula Johns, Executive Director
Alliance for the Control of Tobacco Use
(ACT, Brazil)
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Emma Pickett, Co-chair

Association of Breastfeeding Mothers (UK)
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Janet Atherton, President

Association of Directors of Public Health (UK)

Claude RIVIERE

Resp. European and International Affairs
Association Nationale de Prévention en
Alcoologie et Addictologie — ANPAA
(France)
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P.Lakshapathi, Executive Director
The Association for Promoting Social Action
(APSA, India)
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Lilianne Bertrand, Présidente
Association pour la santé publique du Québec
(Canada)
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Erika Nehlsen, IBCLC, Director
Ausbildungszentrum Laktation und Stillen
(Germany)
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Patti Rundall, Secretariat
Baby Feeding Law Group (UK)



Yoni Freedhoff, MD, CCFP, Dip ABOM,
Asst. Professor, University of Ottawa and
Medical Director,

Bariatric Medical Institute (Canada)

Professor Trish Greenhalgh OBE FMedSci
Professor Dean for Research Impact

Barts and the London School of

Medicine and Dentistry (UK)
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Elici M. C. Bueno, Executive Coordinator

Brazilian Institute for Consumers Defense
(1dec, Brasil)

Dr. Arun Gupta, Central Coordinator
Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India
(BPNI, India)
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Dr. Nigel Carter OBE, Chief Executive
British Dental Health Foundation (UK)
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Jennifer House MSc, RD, Co-chair
Calgary Breastfeeding Matters Group
(Canada)

Matt Myers, President
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (USA)
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Sajiev Thomas, DT, President
Canadian Dental Therapists Association
(Canada)
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Kevin Willis, Ph.D., Executive Director
Canadian Stroke Network (Canada)

Dianne Woloschuk, President
Canadian Teachers’ Federation /

la Fédération canadienne des enseignantes
et des enseignants (Canada)
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Anne Rochon Ford, Executive Director
Canadian Women'’s Health Network (Canada)
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Piyush Gupta, BSc, LLB, PGDIRPM, MA,
Research Scholar, Secretary &

Principal Executive Officer

Cancer Aid Society (India)
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Tom Warshawski, Chair
Childhood Obesity Foundation (Canada)

Nicholas Freudenberg, DrPH
Distinguished Professor of Public Health
Director, New York City Food Policy
Center at Hunter College

School of Public Health
City University of New York (USA)
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Corinne Voyer, B.Sc. Inf., M.Sc., Directrice
Coalition québécoise sur
la problématique du poids (Canada)
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Prof. Dr. Ambrus Arpad, Chair
Codex Committee on Methods of
Analysis and Sampling (Global)

Dr Clifford Mann, President
The College of Emergency Medicine (UK)
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Owen Moran MSc, RN

Health Promotion Specialist
Concordia University Health Services
(Canada)
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Kim, Jaiok, President (Int.)
Consumers Korea (Korea)
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Sara F.L Kirk, PhD,

Canada Research Chair in Health Services
Research Director,

Applied Research Collaborations for Health
Dalhousie University (Canada)

[signature forthcoming]

Utta Reich-Schottky

Deutsches Ausbildungsinstitut fur
Stillbegleitung (Germany)



i
Dr. Mira Shiva
Doctors for Food Safety (India)

[signature forthcoming]
Andrea Hemmelmayer, President

European Alliance of Lactation Consultants

(Europe)
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Ennio Palmesino

Delegate for European Affairs
European Mutual-help Network for
Alcohol related problems (Europe)
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Ms. Emma Woodford

Interim Secretary General
European Public Health Alliance
(Europe)
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Professor John R Ashton CBE, President
Faculty of Public Health (UK)
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Dra. Maira Caleffi, President VVolunteer
Federacdo Brasileira de Instituicdes
Filantropicas de Apoio a Saude da Mama
(Brazil)
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Dr Helen Crawley, RD, RNutr, Director
First Steps Nutrition Trust (UK)

m
Ravi Kandiah, Director/Programme Manager
Alcohol, Drugs and Development Programme

Foundation for Innovative Social Development
(FISD, Sri Lanka)
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Dr George Bakhturidze, Chairman,
Georgian Health Promotion and

Education Foundationon; and Director,
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
Implementation and Monitoring Center
(Georgia)

Ana Tambussi, MD, President
Fundacion Interamericana del Corazon
Argentina

(Republica Argentina)

Makfago

Marta Trejos, global Coordination Office
gBICS — global Breastfeeding Initiative
for Child Survival (Costa Rica)
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Dr. Robert Peck, President
Geneva Infant Feeding Association
(Global, Switzerland)
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Elke Cramer

BDL (Berufsverband Deutscher
Laktationsberaterinnen IBCLC e.V.), the

German association of lactation consultants
(Germany)
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Aleyd von Gartzen, Representative for
Breastfeeding and Nutrition
German Midwives Association (Germany)
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Dr. Thomas Krafft, Co-Chair
European Academic
Global Health Alliance (EAGHA, Global)

Dr Jean-Pierre Chanoine, MD, FRCPC,
Secretary General

Global Pediatric Endocrinology and Diabetes

(GPED, Canada)
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Dr. Macca A. Mbalwa, Executive Director
Grassroots Initiative for Youth and Elderly
Development Organization (Tanzania)
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Dr. Tim Reed, Executive Director
Health Action International
(Global, The Netherlands)
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Anja Leetz, Executvie Director
Health Care Without Harm Europe (Europe)
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Professor Richard Parish, CBE, HonFRPharm$S
Independent Public Health Consultant and
Executive Director,

Health Development Bureau (UK)
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Norm Campbell, MD, C.M.
Heart and Stroke Foundation
CIHR Chair in Hypertension
Prevention & Control,
University of Calgary (Canada)
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Ernesto L. Schiffrin, C.M., MD, PhD,
FRSC, FRCPC, FACP

President and Chair of the Board
Hypertension Canada (Canada)
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Elisabeth Sterken. MSc, Nutritionist, Director
INFACT Canada/IBFAN (North America)
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Adriano Cattaneo, Board of Directors
Infant Baby Food Action Italy (Italy)

Rosemary Anatol, Executive Officer
The Informative Breastfeeding Service
(TIBS, Trinidad and Tobago)
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Graham Rostant, Chairman,
The Informative Breastfeeding Service
(TIBS, Trinidad and Tobago)
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Katherine Brown, Director,
Institute of Alcohol Studies (UK)
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Sven-Olov Carlsson, International President
IOGT International (Global)

Beatriz Marcet Champagne PhD
InterAmerican Heart Foundation (USA)
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Adriana Blanco-Metzler, National Coordinator
Program to Decrease Salt /

Sodium Consumption in Costa Rica,

Institute of Research and Teaching in
Nutrition and Health of Costa Rica
(INCIENSA, Costa Rica)

Conslinee St Delidaol

Caroline Smith-DeWwaal, President
International Association of Consumer
Food Organizations (Global, USA)



[signature forthcoming]
Yulia Savelyeva, Leader

International Baby Food Action Network-Sumy

(Ukraine)
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Kim, Jaiok, Co- Chair
Korea Breastfeeding Association (Korea)

Lois Rowlands, Trustee
Council of Directors
La Leche League Great Britain (UK)
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Jane Farren, Co-Chair
European Area Network
La Leche League International

Lida Lhotska, Programme Coordinator
International Baby Food Action Network /
Geneva Infant Feeding Association
Liaison Office (Global, Switzerland)

Joyce Chanetsa, Regional Coordinator
International Breastfeeding Action Network
(Africa)
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Adriano Cattaneo, Board of Directors
International Breast-feeding
Advocacy Newtork (Italy)

Annelies Allain, Director
International Code Documentation Centre
(ICDC, Malaysia)
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Elizabeth C. Brooks JD, IBCLC, FILCA,
President

International Lactation Consultant
Association (Global)
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Peter Moilanen, Secretary General
IOGT-NTO (Sweden)

Johnnie L. Nkoma, Executive Director
Iringa Development of Youth Disable and
Children Care (IDYDC, Tanzania)

Kavuma David, Counselling Psychologist

MA Couns; PgDip. Couns; BA Hons, Lecturer

Kyambogo University (Uganda)
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Jill Dye BA MA IBCLC, Coordinator
Lactation Consultants of Great Britain (UK)

Jan Cromie, Area Coordinator of Leaders
La Leche League of Ireland (Ireland)
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Shevawn O’Connor, ACL
La Leche League Italia (Italy)
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Nancie Payne, President
Learning Disabilities Association of
America (USA)
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Barbara McElgunn, Health Policy Advisor
Learning Disabilities Association of Canada
(LDAC) / Association canadienne des troubles
d'apprentissage (ACTA) (Canada)
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Katrina McCormick FFPH,
Deputy Director of Public Health
London Borough of Lewisham (UK)

Professor Neil Pearce
Centre for Global NCDs

London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine (UK)
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Shah Ebrahim DM, FRCP

Honorary Professor of Public Health & Policy
London School of Hygiene &

Tropical Medicine (UK)
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Leigh Allard, President & CEO
The Lung Association, AB & NWT (Canada)
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Dr David McCoy, B.Med, DrPH, FFPHM,
Chair
Medact (Global, United Kingdom)
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Dr. Cathy Ashwin. Principal Editor
Midwife Information and Resource Service



Tanja Muller, Owner and Managing Director,
Muttermilch-Borse (Germany)
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Dr Zareef Uddin Khan, National Coordinator
National Breastfeeding Promotion Network
(Pakistan)
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J. Batjargal, MD, PhD, Director
Nutrition Research Sector
National Center for Public Health (Mongolia)
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B Enkhtungalag, MD MSc, Coordinator

Nutrition Research Sector
National Center for Public Health (Mongolia)
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Rosie Dodds, Senior Policy Adviser
National Childbirth Trust (UK)

Myrte van Lonkhuijsen, President
The Nederlandse Vereniging

van Lactatiekundigen

(The Nethelands)
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Rashmila Shakya
Nepal Alcohol Policy Alliance Secretariat
(Nepal)

[signature forthcoming]

Marion Nestle, PhD,

Paulette Goddard Professor, Dept. of Nutrition
Food Studies, and Public Health

New York University (USA)

[signature forthcoming]
NGO Forum for Health, Geneva
(Global, Switzerland)

Jan Peloza
No Excuse Slovenia (Slovenia)
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Sergio Conti Nibali, Pediatrician
Board of Directors,
Nograzie (Italy)
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Lauri Beekmann, Secretary General

Nordic Alcohol and Drug Policy Network
(Estonia)

Jocelyne Tranquilla, MSW, RSW
Nova Scotia Association for Community Living
(Canada)

[signature forthcoming]

Pauline Kisanga, MSc Nutrition, Exec. Director
The Centre for Counselling,

Nutrition and Health Care (Tanzania)

Rebecca Davids, Msc, RD, Co-Chair
Ontario Society of Nutrition
Professionals in Public Health (Canada)

T

Heather Thomas, PhD, RD, Co-Chair
Ontario Society of Nutrition
Professionals in Public Health (Canada)

[signature forthcoming]

Dr. Mohga M Kamal-Yanni,

Senior health & HIV policy advisor
Oxfam Great Britain (United Kingdom)

N
Libby Davies, MP, NDP Critic for Health
Parliament of Canada (Canada)
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Cynthia Callard, Executive Director
Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada
(Canada)

[signature forthcoming]
Claudio Schuftan
People's Health Movement (Vietnam)

Lindsay Corbin BSc, MAHN, PDt, Chair
Pictou County Food Security Coalition
(Canada)

[signature forthcoming]

Lorena Allemandi, Directora Area
Politicas de Alimentacion Saludable
(Argentina)



Pharmawatch Canada

Psychiatric Medication Awareness group
(Canada)
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Marjorie MacDonald, President
Public Health Association of BC (Canada)
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Doris Grinspun, RN, MSN, PhD, LLD(hon),
O.ONT, Chief Executive Officer

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario
(Canada)

[signature forthcoming]

S J Chander, Training and Research Associate
Centre for Public Health And Equity (CPHE)
Society for Community Health, Awareness,
Research and Action (India)
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Carol Bartle, RN, RM, IBCLC,
PGDip Child Advocacy, MHealSc
Responsible Approaches to Infant
Feeding (N2Z)
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Dr Colin Michie, Paediatrician
Chair of the Nutrition Committee,
Royal College of Paediatrics and
Child Health (UK)

Prof Frank Murray, Chair, RCPI Policy Group
on Alcohol
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
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Dr Maureen Baker, CBE, DM, FRCGP
Chair of Council
Royal College of General Practitioners

Sir Richard Thompson, President
Royal College of Physicians of London (UK)
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Elien Rouw, MD, FABM

The Round Table of Breastfeeding
Organisations

(Germany)
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Mark Kelson, Communications Officer
Society for Social Medicine (UK)
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Alison Bell, Consultant in Public Health
Somerset County Council (UK)

[signature forthcoming]

J Tom Webb, President, Global Co-operation
Adjunct Professor

St. Mary’s University (Canada)
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K. Joanne McGlown, PhD, MHHA, RN,
FACHE

Global Business Development Director
Sigma Theta Tau International, the Honor
Society of Nursing

Dr. Sue Goldstein, Programmes Manager
Soul City (South Africa)

[signature forthcoming]
Gallege Punyawardana
The Swarna Hansa (Sri Lanka)

I. Caroline Kruger, LLM, IBCLC
Stichting Babyvoeding
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Dr. Macca A. Mbalwa, Executive Director
Tanzania Network Against Alcohol Abuse
(Tanzania)
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Adeline | Kimambo, MD, DPH, Member,
Executive Committee

Tanzania Public Health Association (Tanzania)

Prof Luke Clancy, Director General
TobaccoFree Research Institute Ireland
(Ireland)
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Brian Cook, PhD
Health Research Specialist
Toronto Public Health (Canada)
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Dr. Ellen L. Toth, MD, FRCP(C)
Medical Lead, Aboriginal Health Program
Alberta Health Services (Edmonton Zone)

Professor Emeritus, Department of Medicine,

University of Alberta (Canada)
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Maryanne Doherty, PhD, Professor Emeritus
University of Alberta (Canada)

Barbara Mintzes, Associate Professor
School of Population and Public Health
University of British Columbia (Canada)
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Bonnie J Kaplan, PhD, Professor,

Alberta Pregnancy Outcomes and Nutrition
(AProON) Cohort Study

University of Calgary, Alberta (Canada)
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Héléne Delisle, Ph.D., Professor and director of

TRANSNUT, WHO Collaborating Centre on
Nutrition Changes and Development
University of Montreal (Canada)

Rod, Morgan, Clinical Professor,
Ophthalmology
University of Alberta (Canada)

X Ot

Professor Lynne Kennedy
Department of Clinical Sciences and Nutrition
University of Chester (UK)
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Ruth E. Malone, RN, PhD, FAAN

Professor and Chair, Department of Social
and Behavioral Sciences

Nursing Alumni/Mary Harms Endowed Chair
School of Nursing

University of California at San Francisco
Editor-in-Chief, Tobacco Control (USA)

[signature forthcoming]

Graham MacGregor, Chairman

World Action on Salt and Health
Wolfson Institute of Preventive Medicine,
University of London, UK (Global, UK)
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Ronald Labonté, BA, MA, PhD

Canada Research Chair, Globalization/Health

Equity, Professor, Faculty of Medicine
Principal Scientist,

Institute of Population Health
University of Ottawa (Canada)
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Brigitte Lemyre, MD FRCPC
Associate Professor of Pediatrics,
University of Ottawa (Canada)
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Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg MES, PhD
Environmental Health Lecturer,
University of Toronto (Canada)
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Les Foster, PhD
School of Child and Youth Care
University of Victoria (Canada)
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Alan Cassels,

Pharmaceutical Policy Researcher

Faculty of Human and Social Development
University of Victoria (Canada)

oA a4

David Hammond, PhD, Associate Professor
School of Public Health
University of Waterloo (Canada)
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Muhammad Shafique, Chairman
Wespak Welfare Trust (UK)
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Anke Tijtsma, Director
Wemos (The Netherlands)

Ennio Palmesino, Chairman
World Association of Clubs of
Alcoholics in Treatment (WACAT, Global)

Nancy Cheng, B.Sc., R.D.,
Registered Ditetian

Women’s College Hospital, Toronto
(Canada)

Peter Baldini, Chief Executive Officer
World Lung Foundation (Global, USA)
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Stephen Davis, President,
World Stroke Organization
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Jordan Jarvis, Executive Director
Young Professionals Chronic
Disease Network (Global, USA)
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