
 

 
Provisional Program  

(accessible by personalized Zoom link to registrants prior to the event) 
Register at: www.FoodForLifeReport.ca  

 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 7, 2023 
8:45 am  
(Ottawa/EST) 
 

Welcome 
Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, Centre for Health Science and Law, Ottawa 

9 am-10:30 am 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
(3 pm-6 pm in 
Geneva) 
 
 
 

Sodium Reduction 
Session Co-Chairs: Emily Mitchell, BA, JD, and Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, of the 
Centre for Health Science and Law 
• Francesco Branca, MD, PhD, Director of Nutrition and Food Safety, World 

Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland 
• Franco Cappuccio, MBBS MD MSc DSc, Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine 

& Epidemiology, University of Warwick, Coventry, England, United Kingdom 
• Joanne Arcand, PhD, Faculty of Health Sciences, Ontario Tech University, 

Oshawa 
15-minute break 
10:45 am - 
NOON  
(Ottawa/EST) 
 

Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes 
Session Co-Chairs: Emily Mitchell, BA, JD, and Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, of the 
Centre for Health Science and Law 
• Cecilia Tomori, PhD, Associate Professor, Bloomberg School of Public Health, 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, United States of America 
• Hilary Lynn Johnston, BA, Citizens for the Code, Ottawa 
• Bill Jeffery, LLB, Executive Director and General Counsel, Centre for Health 

Science and Law, Ottawa 
15-minute break 
12:15-1:30 pm 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
 

The Cost of Good Nutrition 
Session Co-Chairs: Emily Mitchell, BA, JD, and Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, of the 
Centre for Health Science and Law 
• Erin Reyce, RD, North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit and, Ontario 

Dietitians in Public Health 
• Nasreddine Ammar, PhD, Economist, Advisor-Analyst, Parliamentary Budget 

Office  

http://www.foodforlifereport.ca/


 
• Nathan Taylor, MSc, MPH, PhD candidate in the Faculty of Health at Dalhousie 

University and MD student at Memorial University of Newfoundland and 
Labrador and Catherine Mah, MD, FRCPC, PhD, Canada Research Chair in 
Promoting Healthy Populations, Associate Professor, Dalhousie University 

15-minute break 
1:45-3:30pm 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 

Pesticides & Toxic Chemicals 
Session Chair: Marc Fawcett-Atkinson, National Observer 
• Jenica Atwin, Member of Parliament for Fredericton  
• Meg Sears PhD, Chair, Prevent Cancer Now 
• Bill Jeffery, LLB, Executive Director and General Counsel, Centre for Health 

Science and Law 
3:30 pm closing for Day 1 
 

THURSDAY JUNE 8, 2023 
9am-10:30 am 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
(2-3:30 pm in the 
UK; 3-4:30 pm in 
Geneva) 
 
 
 

Alcohol, health, and health warnings 
Session Chair: Carly Weeks, Health Reporter, The Globe and Mail  
• Dr. Benn McGrady, Technical Officer (Legal), Prevention of Noncommunicable 

Diseases Department, World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland and  
Elisabet Ruiz Cairó, PhD, LLM, legal consultant, World Health Organization, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

• Dr. Nikhil Gokani, Chair of the Alcohol Labelling and Health Warning 
International Expert Group at the European Alcohol Policy Alliance (Eurocare), 
University of Essex, Colchester, England, United Kingdom  

• Erin Hobin, PhD, Health Promotion, Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention, 
Public Health Ontario, and Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of 
Toronto, Canada   

• Lisa Marie Barron, Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Ladysmith and 
sponsor of Motion M-61 (calling for a national warning label strategy for 
alcoholic products) 

15-minute break 
10:45-Noon 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
(3:45-5 pm in the 
UK) 
 

Environmental Footprint of Food 
Session Chair: Marc Fawcett-Atkinson, National Observer 
• Tony Weis, PhD, Western University, London, Ontario 
• Bill Jeffery, LLB, Executive Director and General Counsel, Centre for Health 

Science and Law, Ottawa 
• Brian Cook, PhD, Independent Food Systems Researcher, Oxford, United 

Kingdom 
30-minute lunch break 
12:30-1:30 pm 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
(9:30-10:30 in 
Vancouver; 
10:30-11:30 am 
in Regina) 
 

12-minute litigation lawyer 
Session Chair: Bill Jeffery, Executive Director and General Counsel, Centre for 
Health Science and Law, Ottawa 
• Anthony Leoni, BA, LLB is a Partner with the Vancouver-based law firm, Rice 

Harbut Elliott (breastmilk substitutes and class actions generally) 
• Anthony Merchant, BA, LLB, D. Admin, is a partner and founder of Merchant 

Law with offices in 21 Canadian cities (bread price fixing and the pesticide, 
glyphosate), Regina 

5-minute break 



 
1:35-2:30 pm 
(Ottawa/EST) 
 
(10:35 -11:30 pm 
in Vancouver) 
 
 
  

12-minute international public health lawyer 
 
Session Co-Chairs: Emily Mitchell, BA, JD, and Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, of the 
Centre for Health Science and Law 
• Eric Friedman, BA, LLB, Global Health Justice Scholar, O’Neill Institute for 

National and Global Health Law, Georgetown University Law Center, 
Washington, D.C., and Executive Committee of the Framework Convention on 
Global Health Alliance, Washington, DC, United States of America 

• Bonny Ibhawoh, PhD. FRSC, Professor, Senator William McMaster Chair in 
Global Human Rights, Vice-Provost (International Affairs), Centre for Human 
Rights and Restorative Justice, Centre for Peace Studies McMaster University, 
Chair-Rapporteur, United Nations Expert Mechanism on the Right to 
Development, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Hamilton 

• Katrina Plamondon, PhD, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver 

2:30 pm Closing 
• Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, Editor, Food for Life Report, ED, Centre for Health 

Science and Law, Ottawa 
 



 
About the Speakers 

 

 
 

 
Dr. Francesco Branca is the Director of the Department of Nutrition and Food 
Safety in the World Health Organization, Geneva. During his tenure, WHO has 
developed a WHO Nutrition strategy, established a new nutrition guideline 
development process and has developed a Comprehensive Implementation Plan on 
Maternal, Infant and Young Child Nutrition with six global targets. He has been 
leading the preparation of the 2nd International Conference on Nutrition and the 
Secretariat of the Decade of Action on Nutrition. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Francesco Cappuccio, MB BS, MD, MSc, DSc, FRCP, FFPH, FBIHS, FESC, 
FAHA moved to Warwick in July 2005 to take up the newly established Cephalon 
Chair in Cardiovascular Medicine & Epidemiology. He is a cardiovascular 
physician, a clinical epidemiologist and a public health expert. After his medical 
degree in Naples, he moved to Britain where he trained at Charing Cross Hospital, 
St George's Hospital Medical School and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine in London. In 2000 he became Professor of Clinical Epidemiology & 
Primary Care at St George's, University of London. His main interests are in the 
prevention, detection and management of hypertension and its complications of the 
heart, brain, kidneys and the circulation. His research interests are the epidemiology 
of cardiovascular disease, nutrition and health, metabolic abnormalities and 
cardiovascular risk, risk in ethnic minorities, both in developed and developing 
countries. Franco heads up a multi-disciplinary research group with a number of 
research objectives: to develop and establish a programme of national and 
international cardiovascular epidemiology, to develop and establish a significant 
national and international programme of research into Sleep, Health and Society, to 
facilitate clinical research into sleep disorders, to assist the development of 
undergraduate and postgraduate education into sleep medicine and its impact on 
health and society. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
JoAnne Arcand, PhD, RD is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences at Ontario Tech.  She is a nutritional scientist who runs an active research 
program that aims to improve the nutritional health of the public and patients with 
chronic diseases, particularly those with cardiovascular diseases such as 
hypertension and heart failure. 



 
 

 

Emily Mitchell, BA, JD is a student-at-law at the Centre for Health Science and 
Law, a health advocacy organization focused on food and nutrition based in Ottawa. 
She has a Juris Doctor from the University of Ottawa and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science and Geography from McGill University. Emily has a passion for 
travel and international law, which led her to study abroad during both her degrees, 
in Florence, Brisbane, Hong Kong and Sydney. During law school, she interned at 
the Department of Justice in the Criminal Law Policy Section & Research and 
Statistics Division, and at the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 
 

 

 

Cecília Tomori, PhD, is an anthropologist and public health scholar whose work 
investigates the structural and sociocultural drivers that shape health, illness, and 
health inequities. Dr. Tomori is internationally recognized for her expertise on 
breastfeeding, infant sleep, and maternal child health. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, she has supported numerous organizations focused on maternal child 
health and advocated for integrated and equitable pandemic policies. Recently, she 
has also been pursuing how science and health policy are influenced by financial 
and political interests. Dr. Tomori, who holds a joint appointment in the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health's Department of Population, Family and Reproductive 
Health, has collaborated with colleagues at Johns Hopkins and beyond on 
breastfeeding, infant sleep, infectious disease prevention, drug use and health 
policy, among other topics. She is an author of the 2023 Lancet Breastfeeding 
Series, three books on breastfeeding and reproduction, and numerous publications 
on a range of public health issues. 

 

 
 

Hilary Lynn Johnston, BA (International Relations, University of British 
Columbia) is the founder of Citizens for the Code and a Baby-Friendly Initiative 
and a peer breastfeeding support volunteer.  Hilary credits her immigrant mother 
with introducing her to the benefits of human milk at birth. Thanks to her midwife, 
La Leche League Canada and her spouse, Hilary was well supported in nursing her 
two children (now young adults). She is committed to empowering citizens to call 
for the BFI to be implemented in birthing facilities in their communities, and to 
empower citizens to call for the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk 
Substitutes become law in Canada. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Bill Jeffery, BA, LLB, is the Executive Director and General Counsel for the 
Ottawa-based Centre for Health Science and Law and editor of its ad-free Food for 
Life Report (on hiatus during COVID-19).  He was Canadian National Coordinator 
of the Washington-based Center for Science in the Public Interest (1997-2016).  Bill  
advocated Canadian regulations to mandate nutrition labelling for foods (1997-
2003), WTO-recognized global Codex standards on back-of-pack Nutrition 
labelling (1998-2012), then front-of-pack labelling (2016-2021) for the 
International Association of Consumer Food Organizations, and helped spur 
current negotiations of guidance on alcohol and sustainability labels.  He has urged 
that Canadian governments ban trans fat, reduce sodium in the food supply, shift 
taxes from health-promoting to health-eroding foods, better regulate natural health 
products, pesticides, and chemicals, restrict advertising to children, publicly fund 
universal healthy school food, mandate a child rights impact assessment tool, and 
implement in Canada food-related elements of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. He was honoured by the Speaker of the Senate with its medal for of 
"improving the living conditions of all Canadians in a significant manner." Bill 
provided technical assistance to several African regulators through UNICEF (2018-

https://publichealth.jhu.edu/faculty/2934/cecilia-tomori
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/faculty/2934/cecilia-tomori
https://www.thelancet.com/series/Breastfeeding-2023
https://www.thelancet.com/series/Breastfeeding-2023


 
2022), and served on the International Development Law Organization’s Advisory 
Board on Healthy Diets and Human Rights Research (2021-2022).  Since CHSL 
was accredited by the UN Economic and Social Council, he has advocated a public 
health nutrition and equity lens to the proposed Legally Binding Instrument on 
Business and Human Rights and the Convention on the Right to Development, and 
WHO’s pandemic treaty.  He is a member of the WHO’s Trans Fat Elimination 
Technical Advisory Group.   

 
 

 
 

 
Erin Reyce, RD is a registered dietitian and has been working at the North Bay 
Parry Sound District Health Unit for the past 15 years based out of North Bay, ON. 
Her portfolio is primarily centred around food insecurity, monitoring food 
affordability, and associated knowledge translation and advocacy efforts related to 
the cost of eating well. She is an active member of the Ontario Dietitians in Public 
Health, which is the independent and official voice of Registered Dietitians 
working in public health in Ontario, and is currently a co-chair for the Food 
Insecurity Workgroup. Erin completed her dietetic education through the 
University of Guelph and the Northern Ontario Dietetic Internship Program, and is 
presently working toward her Master of Public Health in Nutrition and Dietetics at 
the University of Toronto. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Nasreddine Ammar, PhD, is an Economist with the Parliamentary Budget Office. 
Nasreddine has worked as a research assistant at Laval University’s Centre de 
recherche en économie de l’environnement, de l’agroalimentaire, des transports et 
de l’énergie (CREATE), and as an economist at the Quebec Ministry of Finance. 
The Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer has approximately 40 staff 
members whose expertise spans a wide range of areas, including economics, 
taxation, economic and budgetary projections, finance and parliamentary relations.  
The office supports the work of the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO), Mr. Yves 
Giroux, who is an Officer of Parliament appointed for a seven-year term. As a 
neutral, non-partisan party independent of government, he assists senators and 
members of Parliament in their work.  The PBO is responsible for providing 
economic and financial analysis to Parliament for the purposes of raising the quality 
of parliamentary debate and promoting greater budget transparency and 
accountability. Before a general election, the PBO’s role changes: political parties 
and independent members of Parliament can ask him to estimate the financial cost 
of their campaign promises. 
 

 

 
 

 
Nathan Taylor, MSc, MPH is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Health at 
Dalhousie University and an MD student at Memorial University of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. Nate is a student scholar of the Healthy Population Institute at 
Dalhousie, a trainee member of INFORMAS Canada, and an alumni of the National 
Canadian Research Training Program in Hepatitis C. He has publications in a 
variety of fields including virology, translational medicine, activity tracking, social 
policy, and food environments. His thesis is focused on the development of a novel 
web scraping protocol for food price data collection as a method for high-resolution 
food affordability mapping across the country. Nate is currently funded by a Scotia 
Scholars award, and the Nova Scotia Graduate Scholarship, and he is a co-
investigator on the CIHR-funded CELLAR project.  
 



 

 
 

Catherine Mah, MD, FRCPC, PhD is a Canada Research Chair in Promoting 
Healthy Populations and Associate Professor in the Faculty of Health at Dalhousie 
University. She is an internationally recognized scholar in nutrition and food policy 
and is appointed to Health Canada's Nutrition Science Advisory Committee (2020-
present). She has published widely in health and social science, including critical 
and empirical studies on the consumer food environment and its role in social equity 
in population diet, food access, and food affordability. In 2022, Dr. Mah was the 
recipient of a Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal from Nova Scotia for 
exemplary public service. 

 

 

Marc Fawcett-Atkinson, BA (Human Ecology), MA (Journalism), is a reporter 
and writer covering food systems, climate, disinformation, and plastics and the 
environment for Canada’s National Observer. His ongoing investigations of the 
plastic industry in Canada won him a Webster Award's nomination in 
environmental reporting in 2021. He was also a nominee for a Canadian 
Association of Journalists's award for his reporting on disinformation. Marc has 
previously written for High Country News, the Literary Review of Canada, and 
other publications on topics exploring relationships between people and their social 
and physical environments. He holds an M.A. in journalism from the University of 
British Columbia and a B.A. in Human Ecology from the College of the Atlantic. 

 
 
 

 

Jenica Atwin, MEd, MP, is passionate about people. Having spent her career at 
the intersection of youth, education, and local First Nations communities, she is an 
advocate for and within the education system around youth mental health, 
recreation, and culturally responsive education. Jenica grew up in and around 
Oromocto and Fredericton. She completed her Master’s degree in Education at 
UNB, while working full time at Fredericton High School. It was during this time 
that she and her husband had their two boys. Jenica was elected as the federal 
Member of Parliament October 21st, 2019 and became the first woman to hold this 
title. She is passionate about confronting the challenges we face, including climate 
change, rampant poverty, mental illness and addictions, and the need for 
reconciliation with First Nations. 
“As a mother and educator, I know today’s decisions have a lasting impact on the 
future our children inherit. We have to choose better.” – Jenica Atwin 
 

 
 

 

Meg Sears (PhD) has advanced environmental health for decades, and as Chair of 
Prevent Cancer Now she works to “make least-toxic the norm.” She was trained in 
Chemical Engineering and Applied Chemistry (University of Toronto) and 
biochemical engineering (PhD, McGill), and has diverse laboratory experience 
including energy research. With skills in scientific analysis and writing, she later 
gained associations with medical researchers. Some highlights include: the 
“Medical Perspective on Environmental Sensitivities” for the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission, leading to a policy under the Canadian Human Rights Act; a 
CIHR and SSHRC funded review of environmental, public health and medical 
approaches for toxic elements; three guidance documents addressing toxicants, 
indoor environments, and COVID-19 with the Canadian Committee on Indoor Air 
Quality; and rich collaborations with Canadian environmental health and policy 
organizations. When she is not working, you’ll probably find Meg roaming the 
outdoors, or “playing in the mud,” gardening. 



 
 
 

 

Carly Weeks, BA, is a National Health Reporter & Columnist with The Globe 
and Mail.  She has established a reputation as a fearless journalist with a passion 
for shining a spotlight on the health and health-care related topics that matter to 
Canadians, including the significant impact of COVID-19 on all of us. We all 
have a vested interest in health-care. And in a world in which we are increasingly 
surrounded by myths, misinformation and lies that threaten to keep us 
misinformed and in the dark, Weeks specializes in finding the ‘hidden’ stories that 
some organizations would rather not be told. She provides a healthy dose of 
reality in her writing and debunks myths on topics ranging from the prescription 
painkiller crisis to fears over vaccination to Big Food and nutrition policy to name 
just a few. She has also written about her personal experiences with extreme 
bullying as a child and has become a source of information and inspiration for 
families dealing with this serious issue. 
 

 
 

 

Benn McGrady, PhD, directed the O’Neill Institute Initiative on Trade, 
Investment and Health and is an Adjunct Professor at the Georgetown University 
Law Center.  Benn’s research examines the intersection of public international law 
and health, with a particular focus on international trade and investment law and 
regulation of risk factors for non-communicable diseases. Benn has advised public 
health bodies, foreign governments and inter-governmental organizations on 
various aspects of public international law and has particular experience advising 
on the implications of international trade and investment agreements for domestic 
public health measures as well as on legal issues concerning the WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control.  Originally from Australia, Dr. McGrady holds a 
Bachelor of Arts, a Bachelor of Laws (hons) and a doctorate from Monash 
University in Melbourne, as well as a Master of Laws (dist) (Global Health Law) 
from the Georgetown University Law Center. 
 

 

 

Elisabet Ruiz Cairó, PhD, LLM, is a legal consultant at the Public Health Law 
and Policies Unit, Health Promotion Department, of the World Health 
Organization. She holds a PhD from the University of Geneva (Switzerland), an 
LLM from the College of Europe (Belgium) and an LLB from the Autónoma 
University of Madrid (Spain). Her current work focuses on the regulation of digital 
marketing across risk factors (tobacco, alcohol, food and non-alcoholic beverages, 
and breast-milk substitutes) and the regulation of alcoholic beverages. She has 
published extensively on different topics of global and European public health law, 
among which the monograph ‘The promotion of public health in EU external 
relations’ (Schulthess, 2021).  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr Nikhil Gokani, PhD is Lecturer / Assistant Professor of Consumer Protection 
and Public Health Law at the University of Essex. His research explores how we 
can tackle the risk factors associated with non-communicable diseases (particularly 
unhealthy diets, excessive alcohol consumption, and air pollution) and the 
associated health inequalities through legal mechanisms. Nikhil’s work brings 
together public health and national, EU and international law, with a focus on 
consumer protection, trade and human rights law. Nikhil's primary expertise is in 
the regulation of food and alcohol information, particularly front-of-pack nutrition 
labelling and alcohol labelling. Nikhil is a regular presenter at national and 
international conferences and has published widely in both peer-reviewed journals 
and non-academic publications. Nikhil regularly works with governments, non-
governmental organisations and other institutions at national and international 
levels as part of his advisory and consultancy work (such as WHO, UNICEF, UK 
Public Health Network). His work has been funded by the Medical Research 
Council and the Wellcome Trust. He is Chair of the Alcohol Labelling and Health 
Warning International Expert Group at the European Alcohol Policy Alliance 
(Eurocare), and a full member of the WHO Europe Technical Advisory Group on 
Alcohol Labelling. He is also Vice President of the Law and Public Health Section 
of the European Public Health Association (EUPHA). He is also a Fellow of the 
Royal Society for Public Health at Essex.  He is a lecturer and module director for 
Contract Law, and lectures Consumer Law and Commercial Law. He also lectures 
on Commercial Determinants of Health in the School of Health and Social Care. In 
2022/23, he will launch a postgraduate module on 'Law and the Commercial 
Determinants of Health'. 
 

 
 

 

Dr. Erin Hobin, PhD is a Scientist at Public Health Ontario and an Assistant 
Professor, Status-Only in the Dalla Lana School of Public Health and the 
Department of Nutritional Sciences at the University of Toronto. Her research 
focuses on developing and evaluating population level interventions for chronic 
disease prevention, specifically in the areas of healthy weights, healthy eating, 
physical activity, and alcohol control. In 2017, Erin was awarded funding from 
Health Canada to examine the effectiveness of alcohol warning labels as a tool to 
support consumers in making more informed and safer alcohol consumption 
choices. The purpose of Erin’s work is to impact decisions and to produce solution-
oriented research. Her ultimate motivation is seeing the results of her research 
influence policy and practice. 



 
 

 

 
Lisa Marie Barron is the Member of Parliament for Nanaimo—Ladysmith.  Lisa Marie 
Barron was elected as Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Ladysmith in the 2021 
election bringing with her experience working in the fields of mental health and 
addictions, anti-poverty, and education.  As NDP Deputy Critic of Mental Health 
and Addictions, MP Barron is focused on pushing for federal leadership in de-
stigmatizing mental illness and addictions, and prioritization and investing 
necessary prevention and wrap around supports based on evidence-based 
solutions.  MP Barron has brought forward in parliament M-61, calling on the 
government to implement a national warning label strategy for alcoholic products 
following advice of the World Health Organization recommending labelling 
alcoholic beverages to increase awareness of the risks of alcohol consumption and 
ensure consumers make informed decisions. 
 

 

 
 

 
Tony Weis, PhD is Professor at the Department of Geography at Western 
University. His research is broadly located in the field of political ecology, with a 
focus on the power, inequalities, and biophysical instabilities associated with 
globalized agriculture and food systems, including the explicit and implicit 
(environmental externalities) subsidies that brace the competitiveness of industrial 
production. Over the past decade this work has centered most of all on the 
transformations associated with the industrial grain-oilseed-livestock complex and 
the soaring scale of animal consumption, and the momentous implications for the 
environment, food security, and inter-species relations this entails. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Brian Cook, PhD is a Senior Researcher with experience in leading research 
programs on consumer behaviour and promoting healthy and sustainable diets. At 
the University of Oxford's Livestock, Environment & People (LEAP) Program, he 
led a team of postdoctoral researchers and research assistants, managed a budget of 
£1.5 million, and developed research protocols for the implementation and 
evaluation of field experiments. Brian also successfully communicated the results 
of his research through presentations and networking with key stakeholders and 
built research collaborations with food sector partners to test behavioural 
intervention strategies to promote sustainable diets. Prior to this role, Brian was a 
Senior Researcher at the City of Toronto's Toronto Food Strategy, where he served 
as the lead researcher for a project focused on fostering a healthy and sustainable 
food system for the city's residents, with a particular focus on lower-income, 
diverse communities. He has extensive experience at the international level, having 
written reports and served as an advisor for the FAO, RUAF, Healthy Food Healthy 
Planet Alliance, Feedback UK and others. Brian has a PhD and has provided 
academic supervision for doctoral research students and contributed to 
undergraduate courses. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Anthony Leoni, BA, LLB is a Partner with the Vancouver-based law firm, Rice, 
Harbut, Elliott.  He is a member of the Ontario and Saskatchewan bars.  
Approachable, relentless, and hard-working, Tony has over 15 years of experience 
litigating tort cases, including product liability, professional negligence and major 
personal injury. Tony started his career as a law clerk to Justices of the Alberta 
Court of Queen’s Bench and Court of Appeal. Tony has conducted dozens of trials, 
contested hearings and appeals in British Columbia, and is actively involved in 
litigating cases nation-wide, including in Québec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
and the Federal Court. In his class action practice, Tony acts for plaintiffs who have 
been injured as a result of defective pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and 
consumer products, including e-cigarettes, or have been victims of financial 
wrongdoing and privacy breaches. In his personal injury practice, Tony has helped 
his clients gain justice for nearly every type of serious injury arising from medical 
negligence, occupier’s liability, and product liability. Tony is a tenacious and 
effective negotiator who works hard to achieve out-of-court settlements, when 
possible, but he is willing to take any case to trial if the defendant has not been fair. 
His trial advocacy skills even the playing field between injury victims and large 
corporations or insurance companies. 
 

 
 

 

 
Anthony Merchant, BA, LLB, D. Admin, is a partner and founder of the Regina-
based Merchant Law.  He has been counsel in more than 1,300 reported cases in 11 
provincial, territorial, and state trail courts, including the Supreme Court of Canada.  
He has been admitted to the bars of Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia, and 
Arizona.  He was an elected Member of the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly 
from 1975 to 1978.  His firm represented former students of Indian residential 
schools in winning a $1.9 billion Indian Residential School Settlement in 2006, at 
the time, the largest class action award in Canadian history. His firm is currently 
representing class action plaintiffs seeking compensation from Bayer-Monsanto for 
“famers cancer” alleged to be caused by exposure to the glyphosate-base pesticide 
“Roundup” and alleged price-fixing of bread from 2001 to 2017 by Weston bakeries 
and several dominant Canadian grocery store chains. 
 

 
 
 

 

Eric A. Friedman, LLB, BA, is the O’Neill Institute’s global health justice 
scholar. He works on global health and human rights projects and scholarship, with 
a focus on equity, empowerment, and accountability. He is also a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Framework Convention on Global Health Alliance, 
which advocates for a treaty to improve accountability to the right to health and is 
aimed at national and global health equity. He also serves on the Steering 
Committee of the Sustainable Health Equity Movement. Before joining the O’Neill 
Institute in 2010, Friedman was a senior global health policy advisor at Physicians 
for Human Rights, where he focused on health systems, the global shortage of 
health workers, and HIV/AIDS, and sought to increase the extent to which U.S. 
global health policy, and health workforce and systems policies globally, 
incorporated the right to health. He also served on the board of the Global Health 
Workforce Alliance, an international partnership hosted by the World Health 
Organization, and chaired the Health Workforce Advocacy Initiative. Friedman 
holds a law degree from Yale Law School and a B.A. from Yale College. 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Residential_Schools_Settlement_Agreement


 
 
 
 

 

Bonny Ibhawoh, PhD teaches Global Human Rights History and African History in 
the Department of History and the Centre for Peace Studies at McMaster University. 
He also teaches in the McMaster Arts & Science Program and the Institute on 
Globalization and the Human Condition. He is the Director of the McMaster Centre 
for Human Rights and Restorative Justice. He has taught in universities in Africa, 
Europe and North America. Previously, he was a Human Rights Fellow at the Carnegie 
Council for Ethics and International Affairs, New York, Research Fellow at the Danish 
Institute for Human Rights, Copenhagen and Associate Member of the Centre for 
African Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of 
London. Dr Ibhawoh currently chairs the United Nations Expert Mechanism on the 
Right to Development. His research interests are global human rights, peace/conflict 
studies, legal and imperial history. His articles on these themes have appeared in 
historical and interdisciplinary journals including, Human Rights Quarterly, Journal 
of Human Rights Practice, The Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, the Journal 
of Global History, and Peace and Conflict: Journal of Peace Psychology (Journal of 
the American Psychological Association). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Katrina Plamondon, PhD is an Assistant Professor at the School of Nursing at the 
University of British Columbia Okanagan. She is a mother, artist, sister, and friend—
a Canadian woman of Cree and settler ancestry whose heartstrings are tied to the 
Kootenay and Okanagan regions of British Columbia. The stories of her family reflect 
those of Canada in the twentieth century, of different cultures blending together 
through marriage and navigating family-level impacts of colonization. These roots 
influence and shape the work she does, where she leverages her work and position to 
create opportunities to advance equity in both content and process.  A 2020 Michael 
Smith Health Research Scholar, her program of research focuses on questions of how 
to advance equity action. Dr. Plamondon’s clinical foundations are in critical 
care/emergency and street outreach. She completed a Master of Science in Community 
Health & Epidemiology in 2006 (University of Saskatchewan) and doctoral studies at 
the University of British Columbia under a Banting & Best Canada Graduate 
Scholarship, for which her research extended a decade of research and practice in 
knowledge translation with a focus on advancing health equity. She works with people 
across sectors and systems, in a variety of settings, to ask critical questions about the 
equity implications of their work so they can advance practices and policies that 
contribute to more equitable futures. She plays a national leadership role in global 
health. She was the Principal Investigator for the multi-year Gathering Perspectives 
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